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Utah municipal governments perform numerous functions, including the maintaining of law and order, guarding public health and sanitation, managing public services and promoting community development.

Enabling Legislation

Laws relating to Utah’s Municipalities are codified in Title 10
 of the Utah Code.  Regulations relating specifically to incorporation of an unincorporated area can be found in Title 10, Chapter 2
.
Incorporation Process
There are a number of steps that need to be conducted as an unincorporated area considers incorporation:

1. County residents request a feasibility study from the County Clerk [10-2-103(1)]
.

2. Clerk determines whether a study is warranted [10-2-105]
.
3. The County commissions a feasibility study (done by a private consultant).  The consultant is selected by a “Selection Committee” [10-2-106(2)]
.
4. Public hearings are held in order to present the findings of the study [10-2-108]
.

5. A special election is held to decide the incorporation [10-2-111]
, and the results are submitted to the Lt Governor for certification [10-2-113]
.

Considerations

· The potential area must be contiguous [10-2-102(1)]
.
· Notification should be made to property owners that hold more than 1% of the assessed value of the area to be incorporated [10-2-104(1)]
.

· The area’s boundary must be logical, and can’t result in “cherry stems”, peninsulas, or unincorporated islands (in order to maximize tax revenues) [10-2-106(4)(a)]
.
· The process of incorporating Towns (population of 100-1000) is slightly different from this explanation [10-2-125]
.
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