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Basic Expectations Upon Initiation of Quality Growth Planning Grant Funding Inquiry to GOPB:
· Funding support for Quality Growth Planning will be determined by GOPB and the Utah Quality Growth Commission following the criteria detailed below.

· Upon initial inquiry from an entity seeking Quality Growth Planning grant funding, SLPS staff will forward contact’s name and proposed Quality Growth Planning project to the full SLPS staff.  This will allow staff the opportunity to provide any preliminary coordination feedback to the potential applicant.

· SLPS staff is available to assist the applicant in both understanding and fulfilling the criteria within this checklist.  In fact, applicants are strongly encouraged to work with SLPS staff in completing the requirements of this checklist.
· All criteria requested herein must be provided to the SLPS before a Quality Growth Planning funding request is submitted to the Quality Growth Commission for review and possible approval.  The inclusion of all materials requested in this checklist is required for an applicant to be eligible for funding.  Final funding decisions, however, rest with the Quality Growth Commission.
· The Quality Growth Planning Criteria Checklist information provided by the applicant will comprise the “Scope of Work” for the required State of Utah contract, before funds are dispersed.  GOPB reserves the right to negotiate the final terms and scope of work of funding requests and resulting contracts in order to ensure consistency with and scope that will meet Quality Growth Planning objectives.
Criteria for All Entities Seeking Quality Growth Planning Funding Support
A. _____ Eligible entities for funding are municipalities, counties, Council of Governments or Association of Governments (with stated support from represented local government).

B. _____  Letter of support for, including statement of commitment to, the proposed Quality Growth Planning project from responsible and affected--county or municipality--government entity, which may be different from the applicant (e.g., an Association of Governments applying on behalf of a county of group of counties).  This letter must also commit to the public process required for formal adoption of the plan element into a county or municipality’s General Plan.
Funding is not contingent upon the ultimate inclusion of the plan element into a local General Plan; however, GOPB must be assured that the applicant and affected government entity commit to pursuing, according to the public process required for General Plan amendments, plan element adoption into the respective local General Plan.

Within this letter, also include:
i._____ Brief description of planning need and resulting planning project requiring funding.
ii._____ Identified lead contact (“Plan Leader”), including name, contact information and experience/qualifications.

The Plan Leader will be responsible for meeting the Scope of Work of the project contract and will be GOPB’s principal contact throughout the planning process.  The Plan Leader should be an employee of the affected entity (again, county or municipality), or demonstrate a direct responsibility and accountability to the affected entity (e.g., AOG director or staff planner, planning commission chair, etc.).  The identified Plan Leader should not be a non-staff contractor.
iii._____ Identification of projected planning process to meet critical planning need and associated planning time-line, including process for adoption as part of the local entity’s General Plan.

This preliminary planning schedule—identifying proposed process AND time-line-- should outline each step in the planning process.  This would be an appropriate location to outline the utilization and participation of the Planning Team in regards to the planning process.
C. _____ Statement of applicant’s use of contractor/consultant (in advance of funding support).

Funding is not contingent upon the advance identification of the specific contractor; rather, whether or not a contractor will be used by the applicant must be identified.
D. _____ Identification of projected planning process and associated timeline, including process for adoption as part of the affected entity’s General Plan.  
E. ______ Budget, to include:
i. Line items detailing project costs, including the total project cost.

ii. Line items detailing project revenues, including amounts and sources of all cash and in-kind contributions.

iii. Total Quality Growth Planning grant funding request.

Note:  GOPB will not fully fund a Quality Growth Planning process.  Quality Growth Planning grant funding provided by GOPB is intended to be small “first-dollar in” or “gap funding,” whichever the case may be.  Applicant communication with GOPB staff in the preparation of this Quality Growth Planning Criteria Checklist, particularly the budget and associated grant request, will inform the projected cost of the planning.  The project’s probable costs and associated revenues may also be influenced by GOPB experiences with similar planning initiatives as well as further information provided by the applicant (e.g., RFP responses).  Finally, grant awards will be contingent upon the applicant’s fiscal need and GOPB’s funding ability.
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