
THE JORDAN RIVER NATURAL AREAS FORUM

BI-MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Columbus Center, South Salt Lake, 9:00-11:30

 http://www.governor.utah.gov/planning/jrnaf.htm. 
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WILLIAMS, Jeff


Vice, Chair/JRNAF, NRCS RC&D

BEDEL, Mark



DCED

HANSEN, Becky


Murray City Corporation – Parks & Recreation

PLAYER, Kent



South Valley Parkway Committee

POTTS, Dan



SLCF & GA

TURNBOW, Matt


FFSL - GIS Tech

TRIPP, Barry



FFSL - Lands Administrator

HERRMANN, Betsy


US Fish and Wildlife Service Utah field Office

HANSEN, Mike


Planning Manager, GOPB

THOMAS, Craig


WVC Planning

LARSEN, Lynn



Salt Lake County Parks & Recreation

THAXTON, Craig


South Jordan City Planning

NELSON, Julie



NRCS

SORENSON, Kim


Murray City Corporation – Parks & Recreation

ROGERS, Allison


Great Salt Lake RC&D

MEMBERS EXCUSED
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BRIGGS, Kay
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Div. Wildlife Resources
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Utah County

MEMBERS ABSENT

IHI Environmental


Kennecott Nature Center of Murray

Taylorsville

Envision Utah

Great Salt Lake Audubon

Midvale City

National Audubon Society

Rose Park Neighborhood Parkway

Salt Lake City

Salt Lake Soil Conservation District

Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District

Sandy City

US National Park Service Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program

Utah Reclamation Mitigation & Conservation Commission

Woods Cross City

GUESTS

PATRICK, Michael


Trust for Public Lands

SALT, Jeff



Great Salt Lake Keeper

COTTIS, Scott



Draper Citizen

MILNE, Ken



Riverton Citizen

ACTION ITEMS

· Bruce Talbot (and the Steering Committee) will draft a letter regarding the South Sewer Treatment proposal.

· All JRNAF members should read the 2004 Report thoroughly and send corrections to mhansen1@utah.gov.

· Mike Hansen will edit the JRNAF brochure for mistakes.

Introductions & Welcome

Bruce Talbot welcomed the Forum on behalf of South Salt Lake City.  

Approval of Minutes

Mark Bedel made the motion to approve the minutes of the January meeting, and Mike Hansen seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Trail Prioritization Report

Mark Bedel discussed the JRNAF presentation made to the SL COG last month.  The County is planning on using the report to support their application for trail funding ($15k from LeRay McAllister Critical Lands Conservation).  Special thanks was given to Howard Nuttall for his work on trail mapping.

Presentation:  South Valley Sewer Treatment Proposal – (Jeff Salt)
Jeff Salt made a presentation (copy available from Mike Hansen) that outlined some citizen concerns about the South Valley Sewer Treatment Plant Proposal in Riverton.  The Sewer District has purchased 57ac. in fee title by the River.  They now own acreage on both sides of the River.  The citizens group’s concerns are:

· loss of open space and impacts on the trail systems,

· vehicular access to the site (i.e. widening Bangerter),

· consideration of Salt Lake County’s Area-Wide Water Quality Management Plan (208 Plan).

The citizens group asked JRNAF to:

· support the public process,

· send a letter to Salt Lake County (encouraging a fair public process)

· participate in opportunities for stakeholder input.

The motion was made for JRNAF to send a letter that states:

· JRNAF’s support for a fair and complete public process, 

· JRNAF will offer to facilitate the public process,

· JRNAF would like to be considered a stakeholder in the process,

· JRNAF can help receive and disseminate information.

The motion carried.  The Steering Committee will draft the letter and circulate it for review.

Presentation:  Trust for Public Lands – (Mike Patrick)
TPL provides essentially three services related to land conservation:  1) transactions [TPL is working with municipalities on local projects (i.e. West Jordan open space bond and South Valley Sewer proposal)], 2) financing, [(i.e. finding funding for ‘local match’, helping with ballot initiatives)], and 3) visioning [(i.e. GIS mapping of watersheds)].  

2004 Annual Report Review – (Bruce Talbot / Jeff Williams)
Members looked through the 2004 Annual Report.  Bruce Talbot recognized and thanked members for their work on the corridor.  Mark Bedel made the motion to adopt the Report, Kent Player seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  (Minor edits should be sent to Mike Hansen).  

· Goal 6.0 (second accomplishment) – “Day out on the trail (1/2 day).  Murray City provided carts for the tour, and was preceded by a presentation by M.Bedel, J.Williams, Julie Nelson, and Joan Digorgio.

2005 Annual Item List Discussion – (Bruce Talbot / Jeff Williams)
Bruce Talbot noted that this list will always be a work in progress.  He reminded the Forum that its strength lies in the subcommittees.  He called their attention to the goals to ensure that the Forum still agrees with the direction.

· Goal 2.0 – the restoration subcommittee would like to change this goal to something more educational (i.e. pamphlet)

· Management – Mark Bedel noted that the Foundation is going to concentrate on finding funding for projects and a staff person.  

Mark Bedel made the motion to adopt the 2005 Action Plan, Bruce Talbot seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  (Minor edits should be sent to Mike Hansen).  The plan can be amended throughout the year as needed.

Round Robin – (all)
· Julie Nelson is now the State Economist for NRCS.  Recreation Cte is starting their event planning to be held in Workman Park.

· Kent Player announced that the Draper trail will be under construction this year.  A substantial pedestrian bridge will be part of it.

· Lynn Larsen announced that the County has been funded for work on the canal trail.  The Jordan Narrows Trailhead work is progressing.  The County has $300k in place for the Arrow Property, and will be under construction this summer.  Springview Farms is approximately 50% complete with their trail.  3900 So Overpass project will soon be out-to-bid.  The County is looking at selling or modifying the Riverbrook Golf Course.

· Craig Thomas stated that West Valley will be advertising an RFP for the second phase of the Cultural Celebration Center.

· Matt Turnbow is working on an Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the UDOT Mitigation Bank.

· Kim Sorenson said that Murray City spent time removing Russian Olive trees along the River.  Becky Hansen invited members to be more involved with UWIN and the Friends of the GSL.  She recommended that we revisit the brochure.

· Don Potts declared that they have been reimbursed by NRCS.

· Mike Hansen announced that the Sandy City Trails Masterplan is available for public comment on March 05.  The Quality Growth Commission has decided to fund West Jordan’s LeRay McAllister application for preservation of land north of 90th South.  All members of the “news” feature on the JRNAF website.

· Mike Hansen also made an impassioned plea for careful review of these minutes because he gets easily distracted.

The next Forum meeting will be May 4, 2005, 9:00a at Salt Lake County facility in Taylorsville.

The next Steering Committee meeting will be April 6, 2005, 9:00a at Salt Lake County.
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