BY‑LAWS OF THE
JORDAN RIVER NATURAL AREAS FORUM
ADOPTED JANUARY 9, 2003

Amended November 5, 2003 & July 7, 2004


ARTICLE I:  PURPOSE
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was executed on October 16, 2002, which established the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum (JRNAF). The purpose of these by-laws is to provide for the organization and operational procedures of JRNAF.

ARTICLE II:  MEMBERSHIP AND REPRESENTATION
2.1
Forum
Attendance, participation, and/or membership in JRNAF and its meetings is voluntary. The members are the signatories to the MOU. New members may be admitted at any time by signing on to the MOU. Members may withdraw from JRNAF by sending written notice to the JRNAF administrative office. The Forum consists of all members of JRNAF and other voluntary participants.
2.2
Appointment of Official Representatives
Each member of JRNAF may appoint an official representative to the Forum. The official representative may designate a person to substitute, in the event of the representative's absence. 
2.3
Participation at Forum Meetings
Each member's official representative or designee may participate and vote at Forum meetings. Additional representatives of JRNAF members may attend and participate at Forum meetings, but may not vote. All interested parties are welcome to attend and participate at Forum meetings.

ARTICLE III:  GENERAL RULES
3.1
Voting
Voting members of JRNAF shall be those as outlined in Article II (2.2).  Each member shall have one vote at Forum meetings.  Once a presence of a quorum is established, a majority vote of the voting members present is necessary to carry any motion.

3.2
Quorum
The voting members present at a Forum meeting will constitute a quorum.
3.3
Officers

The Forum shall elect a Chair and a Vice-chair from among its members.  The Forum may establish such other officers as it may deem necessary.  The Chair and Vice-chair shall serve for one year and may be reelected.  The Chair, or in the Chair's absence, the Vice-chair, shall conduct and preside at all meetings.  If the Chair and Vice-chair are absent from any meeting, the voting members present shall elect a temporary chair by a majority vote. If either the Chair or Vice-chair is unable to serve the full term, the Steering Committee shall ask for nominations from the Members and an election for a replacement shall be held at the next Forum meeting, provided that at least 24 hours’ notice of the election shall be given to the members. A replacement officer shall serve for the remainder of the previous officer’s term and may be reelected.  
3.4
Meeting Schedule
The Forum shall meet bi-monthly or upon call of the chair.  At least one week's notice of meeting dates, time and location shall be sent to all JRNAF members. All meetings are open to the public. Non-members may participate, but may not vote.
3.5
Steering Committee


a.
Establishment and membership


A Steering Committee shall be established, consisting of the Forum chair, vice-chair and other members appointed by the Forum through a participatory process. To the degree feasible, members of the Steering Committee should be representative of the federal, state, county and municipal government, and private sector organization Forum membership. There shall be a minimum of one Steering Committee representative from federal, state, county and municipal government and private sector organizations. The chairs of any committees established by the Forum pursuant to section 3.7 of these by-laws should also serve on the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee should not exceed 9 members. 


b.
Term and vacancies


Steering Committee members shall serve a term of two years and may be reelected. The Steering Committee shall stagger the terms of the initial members so that approximately one-half of the membership will be up for re-appointment each year. If a vacancy occurs, the Steering Committee shall inform the Forum and the Forum may make a replacement appointment. Replacement appointments shall complete the term of the member being replaced and may be reelected. 


c.
Duties


The Steering Committee should meet monthly between Forum meetings to oversee the planning of meetings for the main body. The Steering Committee may make recommendations to the Forum. The Steering Committee may act on behalf of JRNAF when authorized by resolution of the Forum. All Forum members and participants may attend and participate in Steering Committee meeting. Steering Committee meetings are open to the public. At least 24 hours’ notice of all Steering Committee meetings shall be sent to all JRNAF members. 


d.
Officers


The Steering Committee shall elect a Chair and a Vice-chair from among its members.  The chair and vice-chair shall each serve a one-year term. At the end of the Chair’s term, the vice-chair shall become the Chair and a new Vice-chair shall be elected. A Steering Committee member may be elected to more than one term as Chair or Vice-chair. If the Chair and Vice-chair are absent from any meeting, the voting members present shall elect a temporary Chair by a majority vote. 


e.
Quorum and voting


The Steering Committee members in attendance at Steering Committee meetings will constitute a quorum. A majority vote of the Steering Committee members present at Steering Committee meetings is necessary to carry any motion. 
3.6
Meeting Agendas
Items of business to be included in the meetings will be determined by the Steering Committee.  The agenda items for each meeting shall be set in advance so that the Forum can make the necessary preparation for the meetings.  Items for consideration may be introduced by members of the JRNAF for consideration at a future meeting, or, if appropriate, acted upon at the time of presentation.
3.7
Committees
The Forum may establish committees as it deems advisable and feasible, the membership of which may or may not be made up, in whole, from members of the Forum.  Committees shall report on their activities at Forum meetings.  Committee chairs should be on the Steering Committee.
3.8
Authority of Officers
The Chair or Vice-chair may sign resolutions, letters, or other documents on behalf of JRNAF when so authorized by the Forum or the Steering Committee, acting pursuant to it's authorization from the Forum.

ARTICLE IV:  AMENDMENTS AND CONFLICTS IN DOCUMENTS
4.1
Amendments
These by‑laws may be amended, repealed, or added to at regular or special meetings of the Forum, provided that written notice shall have been sent to each member stating the amendments or changes which are proposed to be made.  Proposed amendments shall be considered to have passed if two‑thirds of the voting membership of the Forum vote in the affirmative.
4.2
Conflicts in Documents
In the event of a conflict between these by-laws and the MOU, the terms of the MOU shall prevail. In the event of a conflict between these by-laws or the MOU and the laws and regulations of the United States or the State of Utah, the federal or state law shall prevail.

Resolution #1, 2003

PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR THE STEERING COMMITTEE TO TAKE ACTION ON MATTERS ARISING BEWTWEEN FORUM MEETINGS

We, the members of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum find:

1. There is often a need for response and/or input regarding many issues that affect the Natural Areas of the Jordan River.  

2. The Steering Committee is appointed by the Members of the Forum to manage the affairs of the Forum between Forum meetings. 

3. The Steering Committee is composed of people who represent the diverse interests of the Forum membership.

4. There is a need for the Steering Committee to have guidance from the Forum regarding actions that may need attention between Forum meetings. 

Now, therefore, we, the members of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum establish these procedural guidelines for the Steering Committee:

1. If a matter comes to the attention of a member of the Steering Committee and the member believes that the matter may require response or input from the Forum before it can be acted on by the Forum at the next Forum meeting, the member shall inform the Steering Committee and Forum Chairs.

2. Upon being informed, the Steering Committee or Forum Chair shall inform all Steering Committee members without undo delay.

3. The Steering Committee or Forum Chair shall consult with members of the Steering Committee and determine a course of action that may include any one or more of the following:

Include the matter on the next Steering Committee agenda and notify Forum members

Call a special meeting of the Steering Committee and notify Forum members

Consult with other members of Steering Committee or the Forum

Respond or provide input in writing regarding the matter

Call a special meeting of the Forum

Include the matter on the next Forum agenda

4. IN ALL CASES the Forum membership shall be informed as soon as possible and at least 24 hours in advance of any proposed written response or input, shall be given an opportunity to provide input or object, and shall be notified of the action taken. 

5. At the next Forum meeting following any action taken by the Steering Committee pursuant to this resolution, the Forum may ratify or rescind said action and inform any parties involved in the Steering Committee action. 

This resolution was passed by a majority vote at a duly called meeting of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum on November 5, 2003, and shall be attached to the by-laws.

Resolution #1, 2004

PROVIDING THAT JRNAF INITIATE A PROCESS TO develop a strategy to fill in the gaps in the JORDAN RIVER PARKWAY trail AND SERVE as a facilitator to bring together the stakeholders.

We, the members of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum find:

5. The Jordan River Natural Areas Forum (JRNAF) is dedicated to promoting awareness, acquisition, management and restoration of natural areas along the Jordan River balanced with the human uses of the river corridor.  

6. The Jordan River Conservation Corridor has been designated as one of America’s Last Chance Landscapes by Scenic America, who states “the beauty of the Jordan River Conservation Corridor is under threat from residential and road development that is incompatible with the area's scenic and natural resources.” 

7. Among the goals of JRNAF are to:

· Raise awareness of local government and civic groups of the natural values of the Jordan River and encourage actions to protect the corridor; and

· Bring the Community to the River.

8. The concept of a trail system spanning the full length of the Jordan River has existed for thirty years, but remains uncompleted.

9. Salt Lake County has expressed a desire for JRNAF to assist in prioritizing uncompleted segments of the Jordan River Parkway Trail for completion.

10. JRNAF has proven success in bringing parties together to solve problems.

11. The best way to prioritize the uncompleted segments of the trail for completion is through an informed public process.

Now, therefore, we, the members of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum Resolve:

1. That JRNAF will initiate an informed public process to develop a strategy to fill in the gaps in the Jordan River Parkway Trail.

2. JRNAF will serve as a facilitator to bring together the stakeholders.

3. The JRNAF 2004 Action Plan is herby amended to include 1 and 2 herein as recreation and education objectives. 

This resolution was passed by a majority vote at a duly called meeting of the Jordan River Natural Areas Forum on July 7, 2004 and shall be attached to the by-laws.
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