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December 16, 2004
NEWS RELEASE
From:  Norm Evenstad-1030 W 5370 S, Murray, Ut  84123

Phone:  801-263-3204 x118 or 557-7068 (cell)     Email:  norm.evenstad@ut.usda.gov
CONSERVATION PROGRAM ASSISTANCE 

AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED LOCAL FARMERS
Local land owners who apply and go through a qualification ranking process, may be eligible to receive cost-share assistance by participating in one or more of the following USDA-sponsored conservation programs.  These programs, authorized under the 2002 Farm Bill, are aimed at improving and enhancing Utah’s soil, water, wildlife, and producer’s ability to produce food and fiber.  This year’s USDA announcement was made well before the next planting season begins, allowing producers to connect their business decisions to protecting vital natural resources on private working lands.  
Funds are limited and are awarded to those producers who apply conservation practices that will yield the greatest benefit to the conservation goals of the specific program.  To be considered for the ranking period ending January 31, 2005, producers are encouraged to submit applications as soon as possible.
The programs are administered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  An equal opportunity employer and provider.  Applications for the following programs in this area are being accepted at the (Murray) NRCS Field Office, (1030 W 5370 S, Murray, Ut  84123) or by calling 801-263-3204 x118 (Norm Evenstad).    Applications are also accepted for Tooele County at 185 N Main in Tooele or by calling the numbers above.  
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
The EQIP program is a voluntary conservation program that addresses threats to soil, water and related natural resources in the following areas: 
· Water Quality resources addressing animal feeding operations (AFO) and confined animal feeding operations (CAFO).  This financial assistance supports development of comprehensive management plans as well as the structural practices to implement them.  The cost share rate for eligible practices for AFO/CAFO projects is 75 percent.  Statewide there are $3 million available. 
· Watershed Protection provisions include forestland/rangeland improvement, riparian area enhancement, pasture improvement, cropland/hay land improvement.  All four resource concerns will compete separately for watershed protection.  Available funds are $2.9 million at a 50 percent cost share rate.
· Wildlife at risk species.  A new ranking system has been developed that best achieves the EQIP national priority of enhancing and protecting at risk habitats for wildlife species experiencing significant population declines. There will be request for proposals (RFP) and/or individual signup opportunities.  The available $1.4 million will be split between statewide RFPs ($1 million) and individual project rankings ($400,000) at a 50 percent cost share rate.
· Native American---All ten federally-recognized tribes who administer tribal lands in Utah may compete for $350,000 at 75 percent cost share.  A request for proposals will be issued and due to the NRCS State Conservationist by January 10, 2005.  On January 24, 2005, allocations will be awarded to the highest ranking applicants.
· Ground and Surface Water provisions under EQIP address conservation of irrigation water.  Practices eligible for cost-share funding include irrigation system improvements.  Eligible irrigation system improvements are those which increase the efficiency of water applications on the land (ditches and other conveyance systems are not eligible).  The cost share rate for eligible practices is 50 percent.  Applications for the 2005 statewide GSWC-EQIP funds ($967,052 statewide) will be accepted through January 31, 2005
Agricultural Management Assistance Program (AMA)
· Ag Waste Management & Nutrient Management – concerns will be addressed with this program resources treating animal feeding operations (AFO) and confined animal feeding operations (CAFO).  This financial assistance supports development of comprehensive nutrient management plans as well as the structural practices to implement them.  The cost share rate for eligible practices for AFO/CAFO projects is 75 percent.  The program in this area will be administered for Salt Lake, Tooele, Weber, Morgan & Davis counties.  There is $166,000 available  for landowners this year.  
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