The Management Trust Lands 
What Are Trust Lands

At the time Utah became a state in 1896, Congress granted the new state millions of acres of land to support Utah’s public schools and 11 other beneficiary institutions. Under the terms of Utah’s Enabling Act and Constitution, these lands are held in trust by the State of Utah and managed to provide financial support to the public schools and the other beneficiaries.  

The Trust Lands Administration

The School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration is an independent state agency created by the Utah legislature in 1994 to manage these lands.

The agency manages approximately 3.4 million acres of land in Utah, about six percent of Utah’s surface area.  Most of this land is located in rural areas of the state, although the Trust Lands Administration does manage some urban properties in various cities and towns around the state.  Because the trust lands were dedicated at statehood to provide revenue for public schools and other grantees, all uses of the lands must specifically serve those beneficiaries, a fact that distinguishes state trust lands from public lands such as parks or national forests.

The great majority of Utah’s trust lands – over 95 percent – are dedicated to producing revenue for Utah’s K-12 public schools.  All revenue from these lands, after deduction of administrative expenses, is deposited in the state Permanent School Fund, a perpetual endowment fund managed by the State Treasurer.  The Permanent School Fund is invested by the Treasurer in stocks, bonds, and interest-bearing securities, with income distributed annually to every public school in Utah.  

The Permanent School Fund is one of twelve such Trust funds – each beneficiary has its own permanent fund.  One hallmark of the Trust Lands Administration’s successes in the 10 years since its creation has been significant growth in the Permanent School Fund – from less than $90 million in 1994 to almost than $500 million at the end of fiscal year 2004.

The Trust Lands Administration focuses on achieving financial returns for the Trust beneficiaries, while maintaining strong working relationships with local communities and protecting long-term land values through stewardship activities.  Because there are about 7,500 parcels of trust land, each different, there is no single management approach that works for all trust lands.  

