
MITIGATION LEVEL TABLE

SENSITIVITY LEVELS



MITIGATION
Critical (Class I)




Critical
Any locality from which



No action will be allowed which

holotype or critical reference



will damage the fossil resource

material (i.e., paratype, lectotype,


or alter the contextural relation‑

etc.) has been collected.  Any type


ships of fossil materials.

geologic reference section which


Materials may be removed, but by

is critical for future reference.


special permit only to qualified

professionals.

Significant (Class II)




Significant
Any locality which contains rare,


Depending on the size of the

exceptionally well preserved or


deposit, approved mitigation may

critical materials for stratigraphic


include total salvage or may be

or paleoenvironmental



limited to a statistically valid

interpretation.





sample of all forms present.

Important (Class III)




Important
Any locality which has produced


A statistically valid sample will

plentiful, relatively common in the


be obtained to mitigate any ad‑

locality and elsewhere, fossil



verse impact on the resource.

materials which are useful for

stratigraphic and variability studies.

Insignificant (Class IV)




Insignificant
Any locality which produces poorly


Mitigation is optional.

preserved, common elsewhere or

stratigraphically unimportant

material.

Unimportant (Class V)




Unimportant
Any locality which has been



No mitigation necessary.

intensively surveyed and determined,

therefore to be of minimal scientific

interest. This can include the outcrop

of geological formations described as

unfossiliferous in technical journals

or publications.

