 FY 2007 Planning Grants for County Resource Management Plans Announced
The Governor’s Office of Planning & Budget (GOPB) is pleased to announce the recipients of FY 2007 grant funding for the purpose of developing County Resource Management Plans (CRMP).  County Resource Management Planning is informed and guided by the “County Resource Management Planning Toolkit” (Toolkit) developed by GOPB in 2004.  Grant funding is supplemented by technical assistance provided by GOPB State and Local Planning Section staff.
In the 2006 legislative session planning grant funds were once again appropriated to GOPB and the State and Local Planning Section to support community and county planning endeavors, including CRMP initiatives.  In May, the planning grant funding availability was announced, and two counties—Garfield and Tooele—submitted CRMP proposals.
In late August, GOPB, with input from the Quality Growth Commission, awarded planning grants to both of the applicants for CRMP funding assistance:
Garfield County—  A recipient of FY06 CRMP grant funding, which enabled the county to create their initial 7-section CRMP, Garfield County is now undertaking their first resource-specific plan.  Identified as the primary issue in their introductory CRMP process, Garfield County will create a county-wide economic development strategy.  This project has broader CRMP programmatic benefit because it will highlight the Toolkit’s versatility--in this instance addressing a social and community planning need--beyond the evident natural resource and land management planning expectations.
Tooele County—  Tooele County was one of four pilot CRMP projects funded in FY05.  This year’s proposal builds from their successful CRMP activities the prior two years and provides the county with the opportunity to prepare a resource-specific management plan for access, especially as it relates to recreation on public lands.  The result of this planning process will be a document to guide county and agency decision-making for access management.  An exciting additional component of Tooele’s project is the cooperative partnership by Tooele County and Box Elder County to jointly identify land and resource management issues, across agency jurisdictions and county boundaries, to be addressed in future resource and site-specific sections of each county’s respective CRMP.  The Salt Lake Field Office of the federal Bureau of Land Management will be a key partner in this endeavor of issue identification.
Total CRMP funding for FY07 is $28,660.  The two grant recipients will provide over $43,000 in cash and in-kind matching funds and services to the overall planning effort, which positively quantifies the counties’ commitment to the CRMP process.  Moreover, many local partners, including state and federal land and resource management agencies, have also committed to participate in the planning proposed by each county.
GOPB is pleased with the early successes being achieved by the seven counties (as of September 2006) that have used or are using the CRMP Toolkit.  We encourage all of Utah’s counties to learn more about County Resource Management Planning and how it may influence local land and resource management planning and decision making.

For more information or for CRMP assistance please contact Brian Cottam, program specialist, at (435) 425-3670 or blcottam@utah.gov.
