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Policy / Position Statements
The following are broad policy and position statements about resource management generally.  More specific resource issues are addressed in the “Resource Planning” sections.

1.  Partnerships:  It is the County's policy to partner with public land management agencies in planning and management processes.  The County’s participation and responsibilities will be guaranteed by, and contingent upon, a formal cooperative agreement.
2. Planning Timelines:  The County’s cooperative agreements shall be contingent upon County involvement at the earliest stage of the proposed process.
3. Local Economic Impact:  The position of the County is to only support public land plans and decisions that result in a sustainable net benefit to its local economy.  The County’s cooperative agreement should include provisions for a quantitative estimate of the economic effects of proposed actions.  These estimates should be generated in consultation with the County.  
4. Relative Impacts:  The position of the County is that the weight given to public comment and opinion should be directly proportional to the geographic and economic impact of the decision.  The County’s policy is to provide clear and timely comments, and encourage its residents to do the same.
5. Consistency:  The County has limited administrative resources available to dedicate to the public lands planning and management processes.  Nevertheless, the County will make every effort to participate in such efforts.  Therefore, the County will establish a public lands working group (“Committee”).  This Committee will consist of local resource users, special interest representatives, and other subject matter experts.  Members of the Committee will be appointed by the County Commission and will report regularly to them.

